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(iv) Gas-detecting equipment to mon-
itor the drilling mud returns with indi-
cators located in the mud-logging com-
partment or on the rig floor. If the in-
dicators are only in the mud-logging
compartment, there shall be a means of
immediate communication with the rig
floor, and the gas-detecting equipment
shall be continually manned. If the in-
dicators are on the rig floor only, an
audible alarm shall be installed.

(d) Mud quantities. (1) Quantities of
mud and mud materials at the drill site
shall be utilized, maintained, and re-
plenished as necessary to ensure well
control. Those quantities shall be
based on known or anticipated drilling
conditions to be encountered, rig stor-
age capacity, weather conditions, and
estimated time for delivery.

(2) Daily inventories of mud and mud
materials including weight materials
and additives at the drill site shall be
recorded and those records maintained
at the well site.

(3) Drilling operations shall be sus-
pended in the absence of sufficient
quantities of mud and mud materials
to maintain well control.

(e) Safety precautions in mud-handling
areas. Mud-handling areas which are
classified as per API RP 500B where
dangerous concentrations of combus-
tible gas may accumulate shall be
equipped with ventilation systems and
gas monitors as described below no
later than May 31, 1989. Regulatory re-
quirements in effect on April 1, 1988 are
applicable until May 31, 1989.

(1) Be ventilated with high-capacity
mechanical ventilation systems capa-
ble of replacing the air once every 5
minutes or 1.0 cubic feet of air-volume
flow per minute per square foot of area,
whichever is greater, unless such ven-
tilation is provided by natural means.
If not continuously activated, mechan-
ical ventilation systems shall be acti-
vated on signal from gas detectors that
are operational at all times indicating
the presence of 1 percent or more of gas
by volume.

(2) Be maintained at a negative pres-
sure relative to an adjacent area if me-
chanical ventilation is installed to
meet the requirements in paragraph
(e)(1) of this section and discharges
may be hazardous. The negative pres-
sure areas shall be protected with at

least one of the following: (i) A pres-
sure-sensitive alarm, (ii) open-door
alarms on each access to the area, (iii)
automatic door-closing devices, (iv) air
locks, or (v) other devices as approved
by the District Supervisor.

(3) Be fitted with gas detectors and
alarms except in open areas where ade-
quate ventilation is provided by natu-
ral means.

(4) Be equipped with either explosion-
proof or pressurized electrical equip-
ment to prevent the ignition of explo-
sive gases. Where air is used for pres-
suring, the air intake shall be located
outside of, and as far as practicable
from, hazardous areas.

(5) Mechanical ventilation systems
shall be fitted with alarms which are
activated upon a failure of the system.

(6) Gas detection systems shall be
tested for operation and recalibrated at
a frequency such that no more than 90
days shall elapse between tests.

[53 FR 10690, Apr. 1, 1988, as amended at 55
FR 47752, Nov. 15, 1990]

§ 250.61 Securing of wells.
A downhole safety device such as a

cement plug, bridge plug, or packer
shall be timely installed when drilling
operations are interrupted by events
such as those which force evacuation of
the drilling crew, prevent station keep-
ing, or require repairs to major drilling
or well-control equipment. In floating
drilling operations, the use of blind-
shear rams or pipe rams and an inside
BOP may be approved by the District
Supervisor in lieu of the above require-
ments if supported by evidence of spe-
cial circumstances and/or the lack of
sufficient time.

§ 250.62 Field drilling rules.
When geological and engineering in-

formation available in a field enables a
District Supervisor to determine spe-
cific operating requirements appro-
priate to wells to be drilled in the field,
field drilling rules may be established
on the initiative of the District Super-
visor, or in response to a request from
a lessee. Such rules may modify the re-
quirements of this subpart. After field
drilling rules have been established, de-
velopment wells to which such rules
apply shall be drilled in accordance
with such rules and other requirements
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